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Rohde & Schwarz once again 
Official Digital Cinema Partner 
to the Berlinale
For the third consecutive year, Rohde & Schwarz DVS GmbH supported the Berlinale with technical equip-

ment. Rohde & Schwarz systems formed the centerpiece of the digital workflow, ensuring it ran efficiently 

and reliably behind the scenes.

The 65th Berlin International Film Festival (Berlinale) ran from February 5 
to 15, 2015. It is one of the film industry’s most important events world-
wide. The growing digitization in the film industry, however, presented 
technical challenges to the festival team. This is because 95 % of the 
roughly 2500 screenings were based on digital film material that needed 
to be available in the standardized Digital Cinema Package (DCP) for-
mat. Production companies, however, do not usually provide their films 
as DCPs, but in other formats or on tape. This meant the entire festi-
val archive first had to be converted. This is where the studio equipment 
from Rohde & Schwarz came to the rescue – for the third time in a row.

DCPs from any input format
The Rohde & Schwarz systems were installed in Colt Technology Services’ 
(also an Official Digital Cinema Partner to the Berlinale) data processing 
center, where they formed the centerpiece of the digital workflow. The 
R&S®VENICE ingest and production server (shown on next page) digi-
tized the analog material, making it available for further processing. The 
R&S®VENICE can record and convert signals on up to four channels 
simultaneously. 

The R&S®CLIPSTER mastering station then took over the task of process-
ing the immense amount of data. With its market-leading performance 
and ability to process all the latest video formats, the R&S®CLIPSTER con-
verted the submitted films into the DCP format in a very short time and 
stored them on the central R&S®SpycerBox video storage solutions. Last-
minute adjustments such as subtitle changes were also easy to make.

The R&S®SpycerBox, the video storage family from Rohde & Schwarz, 
formed the on-site backbone of the festival’s digital cinema solution, 
boasting a storage capacity of 1 petabyte. Both the film material of the 
Berlinale itself and that of the European Film Market (EFM) were stored 
on these highly failsafe storage solutions.

Ove Sander, Technical Manager – Digital Cinema, Berlin International 
Film Festival, was absolutely delighted at how the Berlinale went: 

The Berlinale
The Berlinale is one of the interna-
tional film industry’s most important 
events. With ticket sales exceeding 
335,000 and over 20,000 industry 
visitors from 128 countries attend-
ing, including some 4000 jour-
nalists, the Berlinale is an appeal-
ing mixture of art, glamor, celebra-
tions and business. The Berlin Inter-
national Film Festival’s public pro-
gram shows around 400 films each 
year, most of which are world and 
international premieres. Films of 
all genres, lengths and formats are 
presented in the various sections of 
the festival. 

The European Film Market (EFM) is 
the business epicenter of the Ber-
linale and one of the world’s most 
important international film markets. 
Running parallel to the festival, the 
EFM provides a platform for over 
480 film-industry companies and 
welcomes over 8000 participants – 
including producers, buyers, sell-
ers, distributors, cinema operators 
and film financiers. They all use the 
EFM to build and foster networks, 
strengthen their position in the 
industry or negotiate film rights. In 
addition to the films from the Berli-
nale program, over 500 more films 
were presented at the EFM.
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The R&S®VENICE ingest and production server (top of left rack) digitized the analog material thanks 

to its huge range of supported file formats, codecs and interfaces. The R&S®CLIPSTER mastering 

station (bottom of left rack) processed the immense amount of data. The R&S®SpycerBox video stor-

age solutions in redundant configuration can be seen in the right-hand rack.

Technology & Innovation Day
Rohde & Schwarz holds the “Tech-
nology and Innovation Day” every 
year as part of the Berlinale. In 
2015, high-profile speakers from 
the media industry gave insights 
into how 4K UHD material can be 
processed from production to dis-
tribution. Planning is underway 
to continue this exclusive event 
series in Berlin in February 2016.

“We are pleased that we could once 
again count on the systems from 
Rohde & Schwarz DVS this year. With 
its incredible speed, the R&S®CLIPSTER 
mastering station let us generate all 
DCPs in good time prior to the start of 
the festival. The DCPs were backed up 
by the reliable R&S®SpycerBox solu-
tions, so we could depend on every-
thing to run smoothly even when things 
got hectic during the festival.”

Katrin Brussa

Broadcast and media | Reference


